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democratic republic. Furthermore, the effects
of the severe financial crisis which have af-
fected much of Asia have been much less se-
vere in Taiwan. This discrepancy can be at-
tributed to President Lee Teng-hui’s ability to
maintain a stable democratic environment
which has allowed a solid foundation for its
economy to grow. In addition, he has given his
people hope and optimism in Taiwan’s ability
to confront the future.

President Lee Teng-hui has also made
great efforts in trying to reach out to his com-
patriots on the Chinese mainland. Unfortu-
nately, his gestures of friendship have been
answered with lukewarm responses at best
from the PRC leadership. However, President
Lee Teng-hui refuses to give up his hope of
seeing a free and unified China in the future
and continues to pursue a policy to that end.
His persistence is a sign of his dedication to
democracy and is greatly appreciated by the
Western world, and in particular the United
States.

I wish President Lee Teng-hui every suc-
cess in the future. He is a respected leader of
a free, prosperous and democratic country
and deserves no less than our full support.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT A. WEYGAND
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, because of
weather-related travel difficulties, I was unfor-
tunately detained in my district Monday, May
24, 1999 and missed several votes as a re-
sult.

Had I been here, I would have voted in the
following way:

I would have voted yea on rollcall votes 145
and 146.
f

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES JOHN
EBNER

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to my good friend and cousin,
Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Ebner, on the occasion of his
75th birthday on June 7th. Chuck was born in
Albany, New York, and currently resides with
his wife, Laurel, in Barberton, Ohio. I would
like to bring to the attention of my colleagues
the dedicated service to country and commu-
nity that has distinguished the life of Charles
John Ebner.

In 1942, at the age of 18, Chuck enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and was a ‘‘selected volunteer’’
for the U.S. Naval Armed Guard. He attended
Gunnery School in Virginia and then was as-
signed to his first ship, the U.S.S. China Mail,
whose mission was to transport troops to Afri-
ca.

On his second tour of duty on the China
Mail, the ship circumnavigated the world. The
long voyage embarked from the West Coast of
Africa, traveling westward across the Atlantic
to the Caribbean and through the Panama
Canal. After crossing the South Pacific to Aus-

tralia, the China Mail continued across the In-
dian Ocean and into the Persian Gulf, where
it dropped off cargo in Iran. The ship passed
through the Suez Canal and sailed across the
Mediterranean on its return to the West Coast
of Africa.

Chuck then returned to the Brooklyn Navy
Yard where he prepared for his next assign-
ment as a gunner on the U.S.S. Carlos
Carrillo. Later he was transferred to the U.S.S.
Sacajawea, which took part in the invasion of
Leyte in the Philippines. Shortly thereafter, his
ship sailed to Pearl Harbor. At the end of the
war, Chuck was ordered to return to the
United States where he was honorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Navy at Lido Beach,
New York on October 14, 1945.

But Chuck’s patriotism and sense of duty in-
spired him to re-enlist in the U.S. Navy on
February 13, 1947 and train to become a ra-
dioman. In that capacity, he was assigned to
the U.S.S. Prairie and stationed at the Atlantic
City Naval Air Station until his second honor-
able discharge on February 5, 1952.

Near the end of his military career, Chuck
married Laurel Kelley on January 25, 1951.
Upon his discharge, they moved to Barberton,
Ohio—known as the ‘‘Magic City.’’ Chuck and
Laurel have three adult children, Cathy, Linda
and Jack, and have been blessed with nine
grandchildren.

Chuck’s commitment and dedication to his
country and community did not end with his
military career. During his years in Barberton,
Chuck coached Little League and in 1959
joined the Barberton All Sports Boosters—on
which he served as an officer for ten years
and as president for three. Chuck also served
as president of the Barberton Chapter of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes for five years
and was the founder of the Barberton Sports
Hall of Fame in 1979. Chuck was elected the
first president of that organization and still
serves in that position.

In 1980, Chuck was nominated for the Dis-
tinguished Service Award by the Barberton
Jaycees for his sports activities in the commu-
nity. He continued his strong commitment to
youth and sports by organizing the Barberton
Reunion Basketball game to honor the Bar-
berton State Champs of 1976. The sold-out
game raised money for the Barberton Little
League, Crippled Children Circus Fund and
the Barberton All Sports Boosters. Chuck also
organized student dances at Barberton High
and started the All Sports Banquets.

Among Chuck’s many community service
awards for these and other activities, he re-
ceived the ‘‘Andy Palich Outstanding Athletic
Service Award’’ from the Summit County
Sports Hall of Fame, of which he is now a
board member.

Chuck is now retired from Seiberling Rubber
and from his employment as the Outside Bail-
iff for the Barberton Municipal Court. But he is
not retired from his community. Chuck con-
tinues to dedicate even more of his time and
boundless energy to promote sports among
the youth of Barberton.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Chuck Ebner on
his 75th birthday for his lifelong dedication and
commitment not only to his country, but to his
family and the youth of his community. He is
a true role model for our young people. I wish
him continued success and good health in the
years to come.

A TRIBUTE TO MR. IRVING
LITTMAN

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Irving Littman, who
will celebrate his 80th birthday on July 27,
1999. Mr. Littman served with the First Field
General Hospital in the invasion of North Afri-
ca in World War II. As a sergeant at that time,
it was his duty to give anesthesia in the oper-
ating room to soldiers wounded in combat. Mr.
Littman was awarded many citations and med-
als for his four years of gallant military service
to his country.

Upon return to the United States after the
war, Mr. Littman became one of the youngest
Lincoln-Mercury dealers in our nation. He re-
tired to Florida. He campaigned for elected of-
ficials, and was the secretary/treasurer for the
Milton Littman Scholarship Foundation, which
to date has presented 236 one-thousand-dol-
lar scholarships to worthy young students from
four different high schools in Dade County.

Mr. Littman is married to his beloved wife,
Mavis, and they have a loving daughter,
Francine. It is a privilege to pay tribute to such
a compassionate American citizens as Mr. Ir-
ving Littman on the occasion of his upcoming
birthday, and I wish him many more years of
health and success in the service of his com-
munity.
f

KOSOVO REFUGEES

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am submit-
ting today for the RECORD the enclosed article
written by Mr. Leonard Cole of Ridgewood,
New Jersey. Mr. Cole, who serves as the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Communal Unity
Committee of United Jewish Appeal Federa-
tion of Bergen County and North Hudson and
as vice chair of the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, recently returned from refugee camps
in Tirana, Albania. In his article, Mr. Cole elo-
quently illustrates the remarkable humanitarian
efforts being made by the Jewish Agency for
Israel, the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, in association with the United
Jewish Communities, to assist refugees dis-
placed as a result of the conflict in Kosovo. I
am confident that all of our colleagues will find
much food for thought in this well written arti-
cle.

[From the Jewish Standard, May 14, 1999]

FINDING KINDNESS AMID CHAOS

(By Leonard A. Cole)

Nearly 15 years ago, on a two-day mission
to Israel, I witnessed lines of bedraggled
Ethiopian Jews emerge from an El Al air-
plane. They had suddenly been transported
from a 14th-century existence in Ethiopia to
a 20th-century life in Israel. Last week, dur-
ing another two-day mission, I witnessed a
sad obverse. In the company of Israeli and
American Jews, I visited refugees in a camp
in Tirana, Albania, whose lives have been re-
duced to primitive survival. Among the
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